Pulmonary impairment and disability.
Respiratory disorders, including occupational and environmental lung diseases, are prevalent. Physicians are frequently called upon to determine impairment and aid in the assessment of disability caused by these conditions, either as the treating physician or as an independent medical examiner. In this article we reviewed the role of physicians in determining the presence and severity of pulmonary disorders. A comprehensive clinical assessment and appropriate standardized tests, to objectively characterize the severity of impairment, are the key elements of the evaluation. This assessment may also include the physician's opinion regarding causative factors. Finally, disability determination is made by nonclinicians, through administrative means, based on the degree of impairment and a review of circumstances specific to the individual. Knowledge of these components of disability evaluation will help physicians to better serve their patients and supply appropriate data to the adjudicating system.